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1. Have your microscope checked while your Gram stains are in focus on the oil immersion lens. Draw
your specimens correctly in the space superior to the blanks below.
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2. Which step is most critical when performing a Gram stain?

3. Describe the two most significant ways that smear preparation differs when using a stock broth as
compared to using a stock slant culture. (Hint: agitation is not a significant difference.)

4. During smear preparation, what is the purpose of flaming the loop?

5. During aseptic technique, what is the purpose of flaming the lip of the test tube? (Hint: you are
not sterilizing it.)



